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Alliance calls for national Physical Al disclosure scheme

SYDNEY, 16 July 2026: The Connected Technology Alliance has released its Physical Al Position
Statement, calling on government and industry to adopt a common definition of Physical Al and
support a structured disclosure scheme to build trust in autonomous systems.

The release follows Prime Minister Anthony Albanese’s announcement on 15 July of a new Office
of Al within the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, and a forthcoming set of mandatory
Australian Standards for Al. The Office will coordinate Al policy across government, working with
the Minister for Industry and Innovation, Tim Ayres, and the Assistant Minister for Science,
Technology and the Digital Economy, Andrew Charlton.

The Alliance’s Position Statement focuses on Physical Al: systems that sense, think and act in the
physical world, such as autonomous vehicles, agricultural robots, drones and warehouse systems.
The Alliance argues these systems raise challenges that general Al standards do not currently
address. Unlike software Al, a wrong decision by a Physical Al system has an immediate physical
consequence.

The Position Statement identifies three barriers to responsible adoption: Australia has no agreed
definition of Physical Al; policymakers, operators and the public have no easy way to verify a
system’s claims; and the convergence of operational and information technology is widening the
security attack surface.

To address these gaps, the Alliance is calling on stakeholders to adopt a common Physical Al
definition, make structured disclosure the backbone of trust in national Al guidance, and to partner
with the Alliance as it seeks to mobilise a co-design process of a disclosure scheme built on
standards already recognised in Australia, including ISO/IEC TR 24028 and AS ISO/IEC 42001.

Connected Technology Alliance Board Chair Judy Anderson said Physical Al represented a
significant opportunity for Australia, but one that depends on trust.

“Physical Al has real potential for this country, in mining, agriculture, logistics and health. The
National Robotics Strategy points to as much as $600 billion a year in additional GDP by 2030. But
that opportunity depends on trust, and trust depends on being able to check a system’s claims.
That is what structured disclosure gives us.”

Connected Technology Alliance CEO Adam Beck said the new Office of Al should give the
government the mandate needed to treat Physical Al as distinct from software Al.

“When Al software gets something wrong, the consequences stay on the screen. When Physical Al
gets something wrong, it can cause real harm on a work site, on a road, in a warehouse.
Government now has a chance to build that distinction into its national Al standards from the outset.
We want to bring our proposed disclosure framework to the table, rather than see government start
from scratch.”

The Alliance will discuss the Position Statement’s recommendations at its Physical Al Roundtable
in Sydney on 24 July, bringing together stakeholders to consider how Australia may benefit from a
voluntary Physical Al Disclosure Scheme, and what its scope may address.

The full Physical Al Position Statement is available at connectedtechnologyalliance.com.au.
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About the Connected Technology Alliance

The Connected Technology Alliance (the Alliance) leads Australia's connected technology sector by
working directly with government and industry to develop practical standards, guidelines and
policies. We focus on what matters most to our members: creating clear guidelines for connected
technology development and implementation, advocating for supportive regulation, and establishing
best practices that organisations can apply to their work.In 2025, the Alliance was awarded the
federal government contract to build Australia’s Security Labelling Scheme for Smart Devices.
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